
�����������	
��
 �

All the News that's Phit to Print from 
The Polk-Burnett County Chapter  

Home of the ���	�������������  
of the 

 
110 7th Avenue N., Nashville, TN    37203-3704    www.barbershop.org 

 
Chapter web site::  www.indianheadchorus.com 

Land-O-Lakes District - LOL home page: www.loldistrict.org 
1,000 lakes Division 

Volume 4, Issue 3 – March, 2008  
Editor:  Ken Mettler, 125 N. Blanding Woods Rd, St Croix Falls, WI 540245 

Email: Kbmett@hotmail.com      

 
Don’t miss these UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

·  Weekly meetings –7:30 PM Monday nights in the lower level of the Polk 
County Government center at the NE corner of “I” and “46”  

·  May 2-3, 2008 –Spring Contest in La Crosse  
·  May 17, 2 PM -- Clear Lake Sing-out  
·  June 8, 2008 – Church sing-out in Grantsburg area 
·  June 20-22, 2008 MINI-HEP School at the U-W/LaCrosse 
·  July 20, 2008 – Singing for the Twins game at the Metrodome 
·  October 24-26, 2008 –District Contest in Appleton 
 
 

Here’s a little nudge in the right direction!  
 

·  Spring is coming fast.   
·  Contest is 3 months away.   
·  All but one of our show songs has been introduced. 
These are just 3 great reasons to attend practice every Monday night.  So try and make your best 
effort to be at the courthouse for practice every Monday night. It will make a big difference in our 
performances. We also have new members and guests showing up every Monday night. It helps 
them a lot when they are surrounded by singers singing their part. So show up at practice and 
let’s all have a great time singing barbershop harmony! 

Thank You, 

Archie Lessard , Chorus President 
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Our Leader encourages us! 

 

Introduction of show songs for 2008 has been going very well.  So far we have had 
learning quartets for eight of the nine songs.   They are: 

·  Auld Lang Syne 
·  Baby Face 
·  Have you Ever Been Lonely? 
·  In the Good Old Summertime 
·  It Is Well With My Soul 
·  Sunny Side Up 
·  Wait ‘Til the Sun Shines, Nellie 
·  Yes, Sir, That’s My Baby 
 

The last song we have to introduce is “Sitting On Top of the World.”  Hopefully we’ll be 
doing that in the next week or two.   
 
Please arrange all your music, both show songs and repertoire, in a three-ring binder that 
the chorus has provided for us.  Let’s avoid wasting rehearsal time. 
 
We should have learning tapes or CD’s for the show songs and the repertoire in our 
possession soon.  Brushing up during the week at home will allow the chorus to 
accomplish a lot more on Monday nights.  Thanks in advance for your extra effort. 

 
Steve Swenson, Director 
 
Let’s talk about  Vowel Matching  
-Adapted from Steve Savoie in “Sounds of Clermont”  
One of our favorite barbershop phrases is vowel-matching.  Here’s the concept: Make all 
the vowels sound similar, each to another.  That is, no vowel should pop out at the 
listener disturbing the musical line; they should all be of a similar character.   
While an “ah” is certainly distinct from an “oh” or an “ee,” it should not be different in the 
way it’s placed, vocally, or in its inherent resonant characteristics.  This is achieved by 
consistent vocal production, consistent placement high in the head, and a consistent 
approach to the musical line.  At its best, there should be a continual, uninterrupted 
resonance (ring) throughout the entire vocal line, through the full range of word sounds 
and pitches.   
Go for a constant placement, constant breath pressure and a minimum of jaw 
movement. 
To try and make vowels look right, consider practicing in front of a mirror and watch your 
mouth shape as you sing.  Pay close attention when the director talks about how the 
mouth should be shaped when singing the different vowels.  More consistent mouth 
shape will produce more consistent vowel sound and better sound overall. 
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Officers for 2007 
 
President:  Archie Lessard …………………………… ……..651-762-3893   
Sec/Treas:  Larry Fisk ……………………………………. …715-327-8091 
VP Marketing & PR (Bulletin & Web editor): Ken Mettler….715-483-9202 
VP Music:  LeRoy Brown...……………………………………....715-857-5422 
VP Membership: Mark Nelson ……………………….………715-483-3152 
Asst. Music Dir:  Karl Wicklund…………………….…….….715-268-2685 
Music Director:  Steve Swenson…………………….…….…..715-483-9797 
Members at Lg.:  Gary Merchant …………………….…….…715-646-9396 
                             Roger Johnson……………………….……..715-825-4393 
                             Harley Schafer……………………….….….715-472-4018 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~other functions~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Young Men in Harmony:  Jon Buss…...............715-246-3074 
Birthday/Anniversary cards: LeRoy Brown.…..715-857-5422 
Chapter Historian: Gary Merchant……………715-646-9396 
2008 Show Chair: Jon Buss…..……………….715-246-3074 
Performance Coord:  Mick Peterson…….……715-259-3149 
Librarian: Lloyd Cizek…………….………….….715-268-2496 
 

How are we doing financially? 
Operating Fund                         $4,136.77 
Uniform Fund                              6,774.47 
Youth In Harmony Fund             1,000.00 
Performance Fund                       1,000.00 
Quartet Fund                               6,000.00 
Social Fund                                    393.09 
Total of all Funds                  14,304.33 
Committed (scholarship) Funds         350.00 
Total Uncommitted Funds  3,786.77 

Larry Fisk,Treasurer 

Take a minute for the minutes! 
A motion passed to approve VOCE as the 2nd quartet for the show.  FRED is our 
headliner quartet.   
Performance requests:  Clear Lake on May 17th @ 2p.m.; also Luck, the Polk County 
Fair, Turtle Lake, and the St. Croix Falls overlook.   
We approved 2 scholarships in the amount of $700.00 each for 2008.   
We approved sending four students and one teacher to Harmony Explosion in June. 

Larry Fisk, Secretary 
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Let’s eat! (Monday night lunch schedule): 

March –3-Gary Merchant, 10-Archie Lessard, 17-Duane Morris, 24-Kent Muschinske,  
April - 7-Mark Nelson, 14-Don Olson, 21-Steve Osero, 28-Charlie Pepper, 
May -5-Darryl Peterson, 12-Gary Peterson, 19-Karl Peterson, 26-Mick Peterson 
June -2-Paul Peterson, 9-Harley Schafer, 16-Steve Swenson, 23-Karl Wicklund, 30-Loren Nelson�
July - 7-John Hertog, 14-Earl Hillstad, 21-Fred Weber, 28-Pete Rupp  
 

Brotherhood is one of the reasons we exist! 

Lonely and alone, discouraged and empty hearted, that's when a man needs a brother.  
When the burden is heavy, the load too much to bear, that's when a man needs a brother.  
When in despair, and needing someone to care, that's when a man needs a brother. When 
the strong arm on your shoulders make the tears flow free, that's when a man needs a 
brother.  When the words, "we'll make it through together" seem so sweet, that's when a 
man needs a brother.  When courage is needed and strength to carry on, that's when a 
man needs a brother. When you think you can do it alone, that's when a man needs a 
brother. 
--Author Unknown 

Karl was leading a song during a final rehearsal for the annual show... In the middle of 
the music, he got lost and turned around to ask Steve, "Where are we?"  Steve said, "At 
Unity High School." 
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As a chorus member you may see things that need to be done, but don’t feel it is your place to do them.  
Here is a story that may encourage you to get involved… 

When former astronaut Frank Borman became head of Eastern Airlines, he was determined to make the 
service of his company the best in the industry. On one occasion he noticed an employee sitting with his 
feet perched on a desk ignoring the telephone which was ringing relentlessly. 

"Aren't you going to answer the phone," Borman asked. 

"This isn't my department," the employee answered without any hint of concern. "I work in maintenance."  

"Not anymore you don't," Borman barked. 

Well, no one will kick you out of chorus for not answering a phone, but you are sure welcome to just pitch 
in and do things without being asked.  Like what?  Setting up risers & taking them down, making coffee, 
cleaning-up, serving as a one-man-welcoming-committee, and a lot more.  Thanks for your volunteer 
efforts! 
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Here’s some Free Advice: 
Right now I'm having amnesia and deja vu at the same time. I think I've forgotten this 
before. 
Everywhere is walking distance if you have the time; even cross country skiing is fine if 
you have a small country. 
You can't have everything. Where would you put it? 
I have the world's largest collection of seashells. I keep it on all the beaches of the world . 
. . Perhaps you've seen it. 
It's a good thing we have gravity, or else when birds died they'd just stay right up there. 
Hunters would be all confused. 
When I die, I'm leaving my body to science fiction.  
I saw a bank that said "24 Hour Banking", but I don't have that much time. 
I went to the museum where they had all the missing heads and arms from statues that are 
in all the other museums. 
I like to go to art museums and name the untitled paintings . . . Boy With Pail . . . House  
On Fire.   
One time I went to a museum where all the work in the museum had been done by 
children. They had all the paintings up on refrigerators. 
I went to the cinema, and the prices were: Adults $5.00, children $2.50. So I said, "Give 
me two boys and a girl." 
A consultant is an ordinary person a long way from home. 
It is true that love is blind but marriage is definitely an eye-opener. 
Getting married is very much like going to the restaurant with friends. You order what 
you want, and when you see what the other fellow has, you wish you had ordered that. 
An archaeologist is the best husband a woman can have; the older she gets, the more 
interested he is in her. 
Losing a wife can be hard. In some cases, it is almost impossible. 
Marriage is like a hot bath. Once you get used to it, it's not so hot. 
Marriage is a three-ring circus: engagement ring, wedding ring, and suffering. 
Marry not a tennis player. For love means nothing to them 
My wife doesn't care what I do away from home, as long as I don't enjoy it. 
Republican boys date Democratic girls. They plan to marry Republican girls, but feel 
they're entitled to a little fun first. 
There's a way of transferring funds that is even faster than electronic banking. It's called 
marriage. When marriage is outlawed, only outlaws will have inlaws. 
Why bother with marriage? Just find a woman you hate and buy her a house. 
Wife: The perfect acquisition for any gentleman feeling himself to have excessive control 
over his personal affairs. 
It's better to have loafed and lost than never to have loafed at all. 
It's difficult to work in a group when you're omniscient.   
The moment for calm and rational discussion is past; now is the time for senseless 
bickering. 
The floggings will continue until morale improves. 
The first rule of intelligent tinkering is to save all of the parts. 
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The best way to make a fire with two sticks is to make sure one of them is a match. 
The best way to realize your dreams is to wake up. 
Artificial intelligence usually beats real stupidity. 
Barb's Laws of Horticulture: (1) Houses are for people to live in. (2) Gardens are for 
plants to live in. (3) There is no such thing as a houseplant. 
Health food makes me sick. 
Old people shouldn't eat health foods. They need all the preservatives they can get. 
A gem cannot be polished without friction, nor man perfected without trials.  
I bought a box of self-improvement tapes-- "Learn How to Handle Disappointment."   
    I got it home and the box was empty. 
 

Apple Coffee Cake tastes good!    -from the Mettlers 
Use 9'x13' pan 
1/2 cup butter flavored shortening 
1 cup sugar 
2 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
1 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1/2 tsp. salt 
1 cup (8 oz) sour cream 
2 cups chopped, peeled tart apples 
Topping:  
3/4 cup packed brown sugar 
1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
2 Tbsp. cold butter 
1/2 cup chopped walnuts 
  
In a mixing bowl, cream shortening and sugar.  Add eggs and vanilla; mix well. 
Combine flour, baking powder, baking soda & salt; add to the creamed mixture 
alternately with sour cream.  Stir in apples.  Transfer to greased baking pan.   
For topping,  combine brown sugar and cinnamon.  Cut in butter until crumbly.  
Stir in nuts; sprinkle over batter.  Bake at 350 for 30-35 min. or until a toothpick 
inserted near the center comes out clean.  Cool completely.  Cover.  Will freeze 
up to 6 months.  Thaw overnight in refrigerator.  Yield 9 servings... unless really 
hungry! 
 
Contemplate yourself surrounded by the conditions you want to produce. 

My wife and I were sitting in the living room and I said to her, "Just so you know, I never 
want to live in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine and fluids from a bottle. If 
that ever happens, just pull the plug." 

She got up, unplugged the TV and threw out all of my root beer! 
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One morning a local highway department crew reaches their job-site and realizes they 
have forgotten all their shovels. The crew's foreman radios the office and tells his 
supervisor the situation.  The supervisor radios back and says, "Don't worry, we'll send 
some shovels... just lean on each other until they arrive." 
 

The Prescription was proved successful! 
The patient went to his doctor for a checkup, and the doctor wrote out a 
prescription for him in his usual illegible writing.  The patient put it in his pocket, 
but he forgot to have it filled.   Every morning for two years, he showed it to the 
conductor as a railroad pass. Twice, it got him into the movies, once into the 
baseball park, and once into the symphony.  He got a raise at work by showing it 
as a note from the boss.  One day, he mislaid it. His daughter picked it up, played 
it on the piano, and won a scholarship to a conservatory of music. 
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Classic Collection - The 1982 International 
Championship Winner (retired) 

 
Members: Tenor: Curt Hutchison, Lead: Larry Wilson,  

Bass: Terry Heltne, Bari:  George Davidson 
 

The story of the 1982 Int’l Quartet Champion Classic Collection is pretty unique in 
many respects.  It all began in Hastings Nebraska in 1968. Original baritone, and long-
time barbershop enthusiast, "Papa Joe" Heltne, and his son Terry  invited two aspiring 
singers, one a natural tenor and the other an operatic vocal major from the Hastings 
College choir, to join them for an evening of singing. Before it was over, Larry Wilson  a 
lead, and Curt Hutchison, a tenor, agreed that this foursome, originally called “Three 
Lads and a Dad,” should stay together. They worked hard and rose in the ranks of the 
Central States District. After a short hiatus due to Larry’s four year stint in the Navy, they 
changed their name to “Classic Collection” , and eventually found themselves the 
winners of the 1975 Central States District Quartet Championship.  
     A Unique “Transplant” to Colorado  
Greater economic opportunities in nearby Denver, Colorado would beckon the three 
younger men in October of 1975. All three eventually moved from Hastings to Denver 
and soon found themselves members of the Denver Mile-Hi barbershop chapter. From 
previous Central States District quartet contests, they were already acquainted with young 
tenor, George Davidson. Over the next months, they became good friends as George 
made the necessary adjustments to learn to sing a “mean” baritone, filling in for the 
“woodshedding” trio, itching to “bust one” after chapter meetings. Eventually the 
distance and an unfortunate bout with cancer made it necessary for Joe (who was still 
living in Hastings) to retire. With his unqualified blessing, George replaced the ailing 
Papa Joe in October, 1976. Thus began another unique chapter in the history of their 
barbershop lives.  
    A Unique “Double” Quartet Championship 
In 1977 Classic Collection won another district contest and became the first quartet 
champion of the newly created Rocky Mountain District. By achieving the fledgling 
district’s highest honor at its very first convention, they became the ONLY  Society 
quartet ever to have captured the championship in TWO different districts.  
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     Unique Dedication and Perseverance Pays Off 
Harkening back to their early quartet days, this hardworking, conscientious quartet 
strived each year to hone their skills, and dramatically improve their scores. After 6 years 
on the International contest stage, (rising through the ranks that started at 32nd place in 
1976) they had stuck with it long enough and worked hard enough to realize their dream. 
In 1982 they achieved the coveted gold medal and lifetime honor of International Quartet 
Champion.  
    A Unique Record Breaking Win 
They won the contest in GRAND style. They earned the largest winning margin (296 
points) in the 43 year history of the competition --- a proud mark that stood another 11 
years (until 1993 when the Gas House Gang’s margin of victory was 5 points greater -- 
301 pts.).  
    A Unique Standard of Longevity 
Not willing to rest on their laurels, the quartet's unique style and sound , extraordinary 
musicianship, outstanding arrangements, showmanship and solid reputation for being not 
only committed Barbershoppers, but four great guys carried them through one of the 
longest active and uninterrupted singing careers of any international champion. With a 
very active schedule, they went on to thrill audiences around the US, Canada and Europe 
from 1982 to 2002, without stopping.  2007 not only marked their 25th anniversary of 
winning the gold medal but their 31st anniversary as a quartet – with the same personnel.  
    A Unique Friendship 
While many of today’s quartets must travel across the country and even across national 
borders to get together - during the heyday of the Classic Collection they all lived within 
a 10 minute drive of each other in the Denver area. The Classic Collection has truly 
become a band of brothers in their time together.  
Not only have they made great music and captivated many audiences worldwide, they 
very naturally have become best friends. Although recently, opportunities have spread 
them geographically apart and into other parts of Colorado and neighboring states, these 
four guys still get together whenever there is an opportunity, much to the delight of their 
audiences, friends and family. Not surprisingly, the “magic” is still there.  
    The Quartet Today -- Where Are They Now?  
Two of the quartet members have recently taken early retirement. George, the baritone, 
has retired after 33 years with the premier Denver area school district. Curt, tenor, retired 
from a long and distinguished career as an insurance underwriter. Larry continues his 
work as a sought-after insurance industry mogul in Scottsdale, AZ, and Terry continues 
to thrive in his successful real estate career, in beautiful Eagle County, Colorado.  
 
 
Musically Yours, 
Ken Mettler 


