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Don’t miss these UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

·  Weekly meetings –7:30 PM Monday nights in the lower level of the Polk 
County Government center at the NE corner of “I” and “46”  

·  February 14, 2008  --Singing Valentines day 
·  May 2-3, 2008 –Spring Contest in La Crosse  
·  May 17, 2 PM -- Clear Lake Sing-out 
·  June 8, 2008 – Church sing-out in Grantsburg area 
·  June 20-22, 2008 MINI-HEP School at the U-W/LaCrosse 
·  July 20, 2008 – Singing for the Twins game at the Metrodome 
·  October 24-26, 2008 –District Contest in Appleton 
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Ringing Chord  - when a barbershop chord is balanced, overtones are produced, 
resulting in an exciting “ringing” sound. 
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Here’s a word from our 
Barbershopper of the Year, 2007: 

 
What do you remember hearing at your last rehearsal?  We usually concentrate 
on “producing” music on Monday nights.  Vowel formation, breath control, louds, 
softs; these are very important ingredients to good singing.  Lately I’ve been 
trying to place a greater emphasis on the importance of listening. 
 
I’d like to suggest you try a couple of things the next rehearsal you are at. 

·  Try singing so soft that you can hear everyone sitting directly around you. 
Are they singing the same as you are singing?   Then try and sing exactly 
like they are (volume, vowels, notes, etc.).    

·  Don’t sing at all for a few lines, just listen (don’t everyone do this at the 
same time!).  Can you hear all four parts?  Try to think of what you can do 
to make them sound better. 

 
The definition of barbershop harmony is often ss three parts harmonizing with the 
lead, who is singing the melody.  If we can’t hear the leads, how effectively do 
you think we can harmonize. 
 
Thanks for listening! 

Steve Swenson  

 
 

 

Everyone Needs to feel appreciated! 
 
Valentines Day is around the corner. To the quartets singing, Thanks! 
To everyone who helped with ladies’ night last Saturday. THANKS! 
Congratulations to Steve Swenson on his BOTY award.  You really deserved it! 
Congratulations to Lloyd Cizek on getting the Fred Riegel award!  You deserved it too! 
 
It takes a lot of special effort from people like the ones mentioned above to make our chorus 

successful.  Actually, every one of you unsung volunteers deserves big thanks!  
 
Let’s make our 50th our best year ever and let’s enjoy every minute of it. 

Thank You, 



Archie Lessard, chorus board president 
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Take a Look Backward and Forward! 
 
In talking to our chapter counselor Pete Jarnberg at Ladies’ Night, I realized that the 
Indianhead Chorus is developing a reputation in the district.  Not as the International 
Champions-To-Be, but as one of the friendliest, warmest groups there is.  They say it’s 
great to be a barbershopper.  True, but, if I can be jingoistic for just a moment, I think it’s 
just a little bit greater to be an Indianhead Barbershopper.  
2007 was a great year – many fine sing-outs, an excellent performance at contest, and 
another first-rate Harvest of Harmony, not to mention the addition of several new voices. 
The groundwork is already laid for another great season in 2008. We’ve got an 
impressive number of guys quartetting, and the chorus is sounding solid.  The summer 
schedule promises to be a lot of fun, taking us back to some familiar places and 
introducing us to new audiences. Looking into the fall, I see Jon has lined up a wonderful 
set of songs for our fiftieth show.  
So, let’s make this year live up to its potential.  Come to rehearsals ready to sing – it’s 
dry, so think about bringing a water bottle.  Stay focused - the less Steve and I have to 
repeat ourselves, the less you have to hear us yak!  And spread the word – every new 
voice we can depend on helps the cause, and every new guy adds fellowship.  If everyone 
continues to step up and do his part, 2008 will be truly great.  
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Addendum… 
Guys!  If you’ve got any questions about your part, about the arrangement or 
interpretation of a particular song, please don’t hesitate to catch Steve or me in a free 
moment and ask.  If we’re doing our job, we’re communicating that information already, 
but (if I may speak for Steve for a moment) there exists a slight chance that we’re fallible. 
 

About that new idea I had:   People will accept your ideas much more readily if you tell 
them 'Benjamin Franklin' said it first. 
 
 

 Thought for the Day 
"The real champions in life are so humble and gracious. They just continue doing 
what they do without all the posturing. If you’ve got the real thing, you don’t have 
to flaunt a loud imitation."  – Dr. Denis Waitley 
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Use Valentines Day to promote membership!  
 
Here we are, the beginning of February, and "time's a-wastin'".  We don't have a 
formal Guest Night organized, but we need guests EVERY night. 
  
Within the next 2 weeks, 12 of us will have an EXCELLENT opportunity to invite guests.  
We're going to be singing Valentines.  These customers already know about us, now we 
just have to encourage them to be one of us!  Each quartet will need to bring flyers and 
business cards and hand them out during your rounds.  And if you know someone who 
is tied into the Valentine that can sing, you'll never get a better opportunity to get them to 
attend on a Monday evening. 
 
Keep the push going.  We've got miles to go! 
�


�	���
�����  Membership VP              

 

What is The Very Best Vocal Coach?
   (By C Johnson, Director, Manahawkin Chapter)  

I will remember the first time I heard myself on a tape recorder. It didn't sound anything like me!  The 

baritone standing beside me sounded exactly like himself, but that strange voice singing with him just wasn't 

mine. I was shocked to realize that it was indeed me. I suddenly knew that the wonderful voice I have lived 

with all of my life isn't the same voice that everyone else hears. 
 

For months I taped myself singing in the chorus. I listened in amazement to this awful voice ... it sang wrong 

notes, wrong words, bad vowels, made funny sounds, scooped, and even went flat. I became very aware of 

pitch and went right to work to produce a better voice. 
 

Little by little, I improved myself as a singer under the cold truth of this heartless coach, my tape recorder. 

Yes, your tape recorder is the best coach you will ever find. It gives you the opportunity to hear the voice 

that everyone else hears.  

Remember that the only person who hears the voice in your head is you. Any time you are serious about 

good singing, the truth is there for you to hear. Just press the button.  

About that new idea I had:   People will accept your ideas much more readily if you tell 
them 'Benjamin Franklin' said it first. 
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How are we doing financially? 
Operating fund…..         $4,071.19 
Performance fund….       1,000.00 
YMIH fund….                 1,000.00 
Uniform fund…..              6774.47 
Quartet fund…..                6000.00 
Social fund…..                    873.97 
Total of all funds…...    14,719.63 
Committed funds….           700.00 
Uncommitted funds…     3,371.19 
Annual Show Net….        8,107.08 
 

Larry Fisk, Treasurer 
 

Take a Minute for the Minutes  
 

Director:  Steve had two main things to bring up.  # 1 Deciding whether or not to go to 
contest in May and # 2 Laying out a long-term schedule for next year with the 50th show 
coming up, with maybe a couple of free concerts this coming summer and some type of 
gospel chorus activity to interest new potential members. It was also suggested to put 
new things on the website and update the calendar. 
 

Motion by Mark Nelson and 2nd by Steve Swenson to transfer $3000.00 from the 
operating fund - $1000.00 into each of the following: Uniform, Performance, and YMIH 
funds.  Motion Carried. 
 

Larry Fisk, Secretary 

Let’s eat! (Monday night lunch schedule): 

February –4 -Jon Koerper, 11– Michael Larsen, 18– Ken Mettler, 25–Cliff Manwiller 
March –3-Gary Merchant, 10- Archie Lessard, 17-Duane Morris, 24-Kent Muschinske,  
April - 7-Mark Nelson, 14-Don Olson, 21-Steve Osero, 28-Charlie Pepper, 
May -5-Darryl Peterson, 12-Gary Peterson, 19-Karl Peterson, 26-Mick Peterson 
June -2-Paul Peterson, 9-Harley Schafer, 16-Steve Swenson, 23-Karl Wicklund, 30-Loren Nelson�
July - 7-John Hertog, 14-Earl Hillstad, 21-Fred Weber, 28-Pete Rupp  

 
 

"Education: the path from cocky ignorance to miserable uncertainty."�����������	
�
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Since we all like to eat, why not try  ������������	 � 
Use 9 X 13" pan 
First layer:  
  Put these 5 ingredients into a bowl & set in hot water until melted: 
  1/2 C. butter 
  5 Tbsp sugar 
  4 Tbsp cocoa 
  1 tsp. vanilla 
  1 egg 
  Add to melted mixture: 
  1 cup coconut 
  2 cups graham cracker crumbs 
  1/2 C. nuts 
  Press this into bottom of pan 
  
Second layer:  
 Mix together these 4 ingredients and spread on first layer & let set: 
  8 Tbsp. soft butter 
  6 Tbsb milk 
  4 Tbsp. vanilla pudding 
  4 C. powdered sugar 
   
Frosting: 
 Melt these ingredients together and spread on bars: 
  2 pkgs. (12 oz) Choc chips (or 8 squares semi-sweet chocolate) 
  2 Tbsp butter 
  add enough water so it can be drizzled on the pan of bars 
Cut into bars when partly set.  Keep refrigerated. 
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Answering machine messages 

You have reached the Mettler Automation voicemail system. We used to call it an answering 
machine, but this is a high-tech world and we’re in a high-tech business, so we don’t call it that 
any more. We wouldn’t even if we could. So leave your message… 
  
Hi! Ken’s answering machine is broken. This is his refrigerator. Please speak very slowly, and I’ll 
stick your message to myself with one of these magnets. 
  
Hello. You are talking to a machine. I am capable of receiving messages. My owners do not need 
siding, windows, or a hot tub, and their carpets are clean. They give to charity through the office 
and don’t need their picture taken. If you’re still with me, leave your name and number and they 
will get back to you. 
 

You have reached 934-2435. We picked this machine up at a garage sale in “as-is” 
condition. You can try to leave a message on it, but we are not sure it will be recorded. If 
we don’t return your call, it means the machine did not work. 
 
Hello, this is Ron’s toaster. Ron’s new answering machine is in the shop for repairs, so please 
leave your message when the toast is done… (Cachunk!) 
 
Lindsey’s not home now. This is his domestic droid speaking. I’m not programmed to answer the 
phone, so just leave a message, and Lindsey will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
Rod Serling imitation: You’re dazed, bewildered, trapped in a world without time, where sound 
collides with color and shadows explode. You see a signpost up ahead — this is no ordinary 
telephone answering device… You have reached, “The Twilight Phone”. 
 
Due to the large number of complaints regarding the length of our previous answering machine 
message, we made a few changes. Very fast: Hi, this is 904-4344. If you want to leave a 
message, please wait for the tone. If you want to leave your name and number, please press 
pound, press 3, then dial your name, then press 6 and dial your number. If you want to leave your 
name and just a message, press star, press 6, ask for extension 4443, and then leave your name 
and message. If you want to leave your number and the time you called, please press star twice, 
spin in a circle, press 1 twice, talk loud and BEEP. 
  
This is not an answering machine—this is a telepathic thought-recording device. After the tone, 
think about your name, your reason for calling, and a number where I can reach you and I’ll think 
about returning your call. 
  
Hi, you’ve reached the home of George Ledec. If you are calling to collect a student loan, 
gambling debt, or other obligation, please press 1 and hang up now. If you are selling any product 
or service, or requesting charitable donations, please press 2 and hang up now. Otherwise, press 
3 and leave your message now. Pressing 3 is optional. 
 
Thank you for calling Soviet Embassy. No KG… Er, no diplomats are able to answer phone, so at 
sound of capitalist tone, leave name, telephone number, and short description of secrets you wish 
to sell. 
  
US National Anthem; Ronald Reagan voice: Uhh, hello… I’m, uhhh, ohhhhhh… (Pause.) Well, 
anyway, I’m here to answer the telephone on behalf of… erm… uhhhh… ermmm… (Pause.) I 



mean, he can’t come to talk to you right now, but if you leave a message after the, umm oh, the 
uhhhh… the uhhhhhh… BEEP. 
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The President is not in his office at this time. Please leave your name, phone number, the name 
of the country you wish to invade, and the secret password. 
  
Militaristic mechanical voice:  FOXTROT-LIMA-ALPHA-SIERRA-HOTEL. KEY-DESTRUCT-
SEQUENCE-NOW. THIS-TERMINAL-ALSO-ACCEPTS-VOICE-MESSAGES. 
  
You have reached the Strategic Air Command Nuclear Missile Storage Facility. We are unable to 
come to the phone right now. At the tone, please leave your name, number, and target or list of 
targets, and we'll launch as soon as we can. And have a nice day. 
Theme music from James Bond: Hello. My name is David, code number 324-5628. I'm sorry I 
can't take your call, but I'm on an international mission involving the theft of gold plated Spam. 
Leave a message after the tone, and should I survive my mission, I'll call you back. Ciao, babies! 
  
In Joe Friday voice: This is Constable Augie of the Canadian Security and Intelligence Service. 
The phone line you have just dialed is currently under investigation on a warrant issued by the 
Attorney General of Canada. To facilitate our investigation, we would appreciate you leaving your 
name, number, a brief message, and any affiliations you may have made now, or in the past, with 
communist or terrorist organizations. Thank you. 
  
Vancouver Coast Guard, may I help you. (Caller thinks that he/she accidentally dialed long 
distance.) 
  
Annoying flute music in background: Good day, Jim. Your contact, Linda, is not available right 
now. Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to leave your name, number, and a brief 
message at the tone. This tape will self-destruct in thirty seconds. Good luck, Jim. 
  

"I'm Morley Safer." "I'm Harry Reasoner." "And I'm Fred." "We're not home; 
leave a message."  
Imitating Mr. Rogers: Hello. I'm in the Neighborhood of Make Believe right now, so I can't come to 
the phone. Can you leave your name and number when you hear the sound of the tone? Sure... I 
knew you could. 
  
Hello, this is Rip van Winkle. I'm not awake to take your call right now. Please leave your 
message at the sound of the snore. 
  
E'llo. My name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. Leave your name and number, and 
prepare to die. 
 
This is the Literacy Self-Test Hotline. After the tone, leave your name and number, and recite a 
sentence using today's vocabulary word. Today's word is "supercilious". 
  
Thank you for calling the Confessional Hotline. Father Durway's not here right now, but if you'll 
leave your name, number, and confession at the tone, he'll get back to you with absolution as 
soon as possible. And remember, confession doesn't count unless you confess all of your sins in 
vivid, graphic detail! 
 
Gregorian chants in background; serene voice: Hello, Brother or Sister. You have reached the 
Cubicles of Curtis, Chris, and Jim. We are at Vespers and therefore answering other calls, but if 



you will leave your name, number, and a brief message, we will consider breaking our vow of 
silence to return your call. Please speak loudly, clearly, and in tongues. 
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You have reached the Suicide Prevention Hotline. All our lines are busy now, but if you leave 
your name and number, someone will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 
Thank you for calling 911. All of our operators are currently busy. Please stay on the line, and 
your call will be answered in the order it was received. (Use Worst Muzak possible.) Thank you 
for holding. Your call is important to us. Please continue to hold. Or, if your little emergency isn't 
too serious, leave a message at the tone, and one of our crisis operators will call you back. Have 
a nice day. 
  
Welcome to the Psychiatric Hotline. If you are obsessive-compulsive, please press 1 repeatedly. 
If you are co-dependent, please ask someone to press 2. If you have multiple personalities, 
please press 3, 4, 5 and 6. If you are paranoid-delusional, we know who you are and what you 
want. Just stay on the line until we can trace the call. If you are schizophrenic, listen carefully and 
a little voice will tell you which number to press. If you are manic-depressive, it doesn't matter 
which number you press. No one will answer. 
 
You have reached the Polk County chapter of the Wisconsin Procrastination Society. Please 
leave a message after the tone and we'll get around to it.  
 
Greetings, you have reached the Sixth Sense Detective Agency. We know how you are and what 
you want, so at the sound of the tone, please hang up. 
 
Thank you for calling Uncle Morty's Mortuary and Delicatessen. You stab 'em and we slab 'em. 
We have specials on Mondays and Thursdays. We are currently unable to come to the phone, 
but if you leave your number and address at the tone, we'll be by to pick up the corpse as soon 
as possible. 
  
Demented, screechy voice; occasional background screams: Hello. Thank you for calling Last 
Straw Chiropractic. (Raspy gasp.) We can't come to the phone right now because we're making a 
couple of adjustments. (Break a few small twigs; big scream.) Please leave your name and 
number and we'll get back to you as soon as it is humanly possible. Thank you very much. 
Stoned, slow voice: Hey brother, you have reached the Narcotics Information Hotline. None of us 
can answer the phone right now, 'cause we're trying to decide if it exists. Leave a message 
  
Hello, this is KVKE, you're on the air. 
  
Hello, you're caller number nine! 
 
You are listening to 91.5 FM, KXQK. This is the Canadian Broadcorping Castration. I am your 
host, Fred, and I will be with you for the next 20 seconds. After that we'll play your requests. 
Leave yours with us, and we'll try to fit it in, given programming constraints. Thank you for 
listening to our show. 
Next on Public Radio 91 we'll be hearing music of Antonin Dvorak. This is the Beep Serenade in 
C-Sharp Minor, Opus 72... 
  
Thanks for calling Dial-A-Shrink. I can't come to the phone right now, so after the tone, please 
leave your name and number, then talk briefly about your childhood and tell me what comes to 
mind when you hear the following words: orange... mother... vacation... apple... I'll get back to you 
with my diagnosis as soon as possible. 
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1: Hey, would you get the phone? 
2: I got the phone last time. You get the phone! 
1: Well, I'm on the computer right now, so will you get it? 
2: I'm in the bathroom, and besides, you're closer anyway! 
1: Nicole, you always pull this garbage when it's your turn to get it! 
2: Well, just let the answering machine get it then! 
  
Whole family crowds around, including screaming babies and noisy pets; to the tune of "Frere 
Jacques": 
We're not here now, 
We're not here now, 
Don't hang up, 
Don't hang up, 
Leave your name and number, 
Leave your name and number, 
We'll call back, 
We'll call back. 
  
(Automatic gunfire, explosions, rockets, jets; agitated voice:) I'm pinned down and can't come to 
the phone right now, and Bob's handling supporting fire! Leave your name and number, and a 
message! We'll get back to you as soon... FIRE IN THE HOLE! (BOOM!) We'll get back to you as 
soon as the air cover napalms the place!] 
  
Alpha Centauri Space Station. Commander Marlin can't come to the phone right now. He's either 
saving the universe from some dread, unnamed peril, or perhaps taking a nappie. Leave your 
name and number after the beep and he will return your call. 
 
These words are lovely, dark, and deep 
But I've got promises to keep 
and miles to go before I sleep 
So leave a message at the beep.  
 
 

Officers for 2007 
 
President:  Archie Lessard …………………………… ……..651-762-3893   
Sec/Treas:  Larry Fisk ……………………………………. …715-327-8091 
VP Marketing & PR (Bulletin & Web editor): Ken Mettler….715-483-9202 
VP Music:  LeRoy Brown………………………………………....715-857-5422 
VP Membership: Mark Nelson ………………………………715-483-3152 
Asst. Music Dir:  Karl Wicklund………………………….….715-268-2685 
Music Director:  Steve Swenson………………………….…..715-483-9797 
Members at Lg.:  Gary Merchant ………………………….…715-646-9396 
                             Roger Johnson……………………………..715-825-4393 
                             Harley Schafer………………………….….715-472-4018 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~other functions~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Young Men in Harmony:  Jon Buss…...............715-246-3074 
Birthday/Anniversary cards: LeRoy Brown…..715-857-5422 
Chapter Historian: Gary Merchant……………715-646-9396 



2007 Show Chair: Clint Gjerde……………….715-268-7875 
Performance Coord:  Mick Peterson…….……715-259-3149 
Librarian: Lloyd Cizek…………….…………….715-268-2496 
 


