All the News that's Phit to Print from
The Polk-Burnett County Chapter

Home of the
of the

BARBERSHOP
HARMONY
SOCIETY

110 7th Avenue N., Nashville, TN  37203-370dww.barbershop.org

Chapter web site: www.indianheadchorus.com
Land-O-Lakes District 1.OL home pagewww.loldistrict.org
1,000 lakes Division

Volume 4, Issue 4 — April, 2008

Editor: Ken Mettler, 125 N. Blanding Woods Rd,3bix Falls, Wl 540245
Email: Kbmett@hotmail.com i

Give ear to these Chapter Development Notes:

The Board has approved a 50th Anniversary Birthday Party for the Chorus on Monday, Mé
19th. Instead of our usual practice that evening, we will be hosting a party to commemorate 50
years of Indianhead Barbershop Chorus singing. (We believe the first formal gathering was on
April 11th, 1958). We are planning an "open house', specifically for current and past members
and their families. Wives are invited, and we want to make a special effort to invite previous
members and their families. We will start calling our list of former members and hope to have a
good crowd to reminisce and sing some old songs. The chorus will probably do a few songs,
there will be a few quartet songs, and then as much singing and talking as possible. Birthday
cake and ice cream for all! We anticipate that it will be at the Milltown Community Center. More
details will follow. Start inviting families, former members and former members' families. We
hope to have a few more charter members there as well! Save the date!

A couple of months ago, Archie charged me and some other board members to work on a
calendar for 2008, our 50th Anniversary year. Our group determined that we need to be more
visible in the community and we are therefore trying to reach out to more venues. We know this
will be a very busy year, and we hope the members are up to the task - the task of spreading the
news about the Indianhead Chorus.

Below is a list of activities that are currently either confirmed or in the planning stages. Some of
these may be opportunities for our "very large quartet”, but many of them are entire chorus
events that we want you to put on your calendar right away.

Remember that ALL of these are opportunities to recruit guests and potential members. Thanks
for your support!

Mark N.
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These are our 2008PCOMING EVENTS:

Weekly meetings —7:30 PM Monday nights in the loleeel of the Polk
County Government center at the NE corner of “Id 846"
Second Monday of each month is Board Meeting & &9
March 31 - Quartet sing at SCF City Council (50th prowdion)
May 2-3 — Spring Contest in La Crosse

May 17, 2 PM -- Clear Lake Sing-out (Smithsonian)

May 19-- 50th Anniversary Birthday Party for the Chorus
June 7-8 — Big Gus Days & Church sing-out--Grantgbu
June 20-22 -- MINI-HEP School at the U-W/LaCrosse

June 28 (Sat) -- Possible quartet/VLQ - Osceola

July 1-6 -- International Convention (Nashville, )IN

July 13 (Sun) -- Turtle Lake sing-out

July 20 (Sun) — Sing for the Twins game at Metrodom

July 27 (Sun) -- Polk County Fair

August 12 - Luck sing-out in park - 6:30 PM

October 10 -- (Fri) Show dress rehearsal

October 11 — OuB0 Year Anniversary Concert

October 24-26 — District Contest in Appleton

Nov. 30 -- Osceola Christmas program

Dec. 7 -- Amery Christmas stroll

If our Chorus is not to become stagnant, we must renew our self—stay continually fresh. Some
years back | found some excellent guidelines for this as shared by John W. Gardner in a Harper’s
article entitled “How to Prevent Organizational Dry Rot.” I've condensed some of his thoughts
here.

1. Don't kill the spark of individuality.

3. Cultivate a climate where comfortable questions can be asked.

4. Have an adequate system of internal communication.

5. Don’'t become prisoners of procedures. The rule book grows fatter as the ideas grow fewer.
6. Combat the tendency toward the vested interest of a few. In the long run, everyone’s vested
interest is in the continuing vitality of the organization.

7. The organization must be more interested in what it is going to become than in what it has
been.

8. An organization runs on motivation, conviction, and morale. Each person has to believe that his
or her efforts as an individual will mean something for the whole and will be recognized by the
whole.
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All of us need personal renewal. | do not warlbécome stagnant and neither do you!
Bounce ideas around with other chorus members#ragrow the chorus.

Try this new airline!

Dis here is da Yooper Airline Commercial:

We Are Pleased To Announce Yooper Air Is Now Operating In Upper Michigan and Minnysota.
Ve are also serving Visconsin, and Nort And Sout Dakota. If you are travelin’ soon, consider
Yooper Air, da no-frills airline.

Da following is da on-board announcement by our Yooper Airline stewardess:
“You're all in da same boat on Yooper Air, where flyin is a upliftin’ experience. Daday yer flyin'in
our Massey Ferguson 720 no frills liner. Ve have yust installed a rebuilt Allis Chalmers engine so
dere should be less problems den last veek. Dere is no first class on any Yooper Air flight. Meals
are potluck. Rows 1-6, bring rolls; 7-15, bring a salad; 16-21, a main dish, and 22-30, a dessert.
Basses and tenors, please sit in da rear of da aircraft.

Everyone is responsible for his or her own baggage.
All fares are by free will offering and da plane will not land ‘til da budget is met!

Pay attention to your flight attendant, who will acquaint you wit da safety system aboard dis
Yooper Air. “Okay den, listen up. I'm only gonna say dis vonce. In da event of a sudden loss of
cabin pressure, | am frankly going to be real surprised and so vill Captain Olson, because we fly
right around two housand feet, so loss of cabin pressure vould probably mean da Second
Coming or someting of dat nature, and | vouldn’t bodar with doze liddle masks on da rubber
tubes. You're gonna have bigger tings to worry about den dat. Just stuff doze back up in dair little
holes. Probably da masks fell out because of turbulence which, to be honest wit you, we're going
to have quite a bit of at two housand feet, sorta like driving across a plowed field, but after a
while you get used to it.

In da event of a water landing, I'd say forget it. Start saying da Lord’s Prayer and just hope you
get to da part about forgive us our sins as we forgive doze who sin against us, which some
people say ‘trespass against us,” which isn’t right, but what can you do?

Da use of cell phones on da plane is strictly forbidden, not because day may confuse da plane’s
navigation system, which is seat of da pants all da vay. No, it's because cell phones are a pain in
da wazoo, and if God meant you to use a cell phone, He would have put your mout on da side of
your head.
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We start lunch right about noon and it's buffet style with da coffee pot up front. Den we'll have da
hymn sing; hymnals are in da seat pocket in front of you. Don't take yours wit you when you go or
| am going to be real upset and | am not kiddin ! Right now I'll say Grace: 'Come, Lord Jesus, be
our guest and let deze gifts to us be blessed. Fadar,Son, and Holy Ghost, may we land in Dulut
or pretty close. Amen" --from Jon B

Here’s our latest chorus financial picture!

Operating Fund $4,184.74
Uniform Fund 6,774.47
Youth in Harmony Fund 1,000.00
Performance Fund 1,000.00
Quartet Fund 6,000.00
Social Fund 229
Total of all Funds 14,388.51

Committed(scholarship)Funds 350.00
Total Uncommitted Funds  3,837.74

Larry Fisk, Treasurer

Take a minute for the minutes:

Steve Swenson will take the sign-up sheet arouddiad out how many will commit to
going to contest. The two songs will also be seléct

Karl Wicklund will be worki;g on learning tapes femowbirds.

Performance requests: Ma¥ Eishing Opener, June 6-8 in Grantsburg, Jufly R@lk
Co Fair, Twins Game July 20and Luck August 12

Steve would like to poll the chorus to see how manuld be willing to be a part of a
VLQ (Very Large Quartet) to perform in place of thbole chorus. Steve would be
willing to practice with this group either beforeafter practice.

It was suggested that we have a social fund agtivithe summer time to include the
snowhbirds to use up the balance in the social fund.

Larry Fisk, Secretary

RGCI’U |t|ng gOOd SlﬂgerS to our organization is an on-going process.

If | meet someone, | ask them if they like to sing. If they say yes, it opens the door for me to invite
them to our club. | have compiled a list of guys that | will send the letter below to this week, so
when | get home, | will call them by phone to invite them. | want to thank Karl Wicklund for
helping me put this letter together. | think he did a great job. Will it guarantee that they will join?
The answer is no. | know that if | ask often and persistently, | may get one or two down the road.
It never hurts to ask guys. You may be surprised one day to get one to join. Feel free to use the

letter for your own list of prospects, and, good luck .
Jon Buss
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Dear

Re: Indianhead Barbershop Chorus

The Indianhead Chorus is about to celebrate a milestone. Our 50" annual
show is October 11, 2008 at the Unity High School, and as part of our
celebration, we’d like to have fifty men on the risers. You can be part of
the music.

The Barbershop Harmony Society’s motto is “Singing is for Life!” How true
that is. While | enjoy many kinds of singing, | especially look forward to
Monday night chorus meetings. | get to sing with dozens of other men who
love the art as | do. They are from Webster, New Richmond, Turtle Lake,
Hugo, and everywhere in between. They range from young men in their
twenties and thirties, to one charter member in his eighties. Though we all
have different backgrounds, different talents, and different passions, we
are family.

Over the years, we have donated over $40,000 to various charities in
Burnett and Polk counties. We also provide two annual college
scholarships. This, of course, is in addition to entertaining audiences
throughout the area and participating in Society-sponsored contests, both
division and district levels.

If you would like to visit us on a Monday night, please do! There is no
obligation, and we always welcome another friendly face. We meet at
7:30 PM in the lower level of the Government Center in Balsam Lake. (This
is the building on the Northeast corner of Highway 46 and County road I.) If
you need a ride, please call me at 715- . My e-mail address is

| would love to have you come for a visit. If you like it, then join and be a
part of our celebration. | hope to hear from you.

Thanks in advance.
Sincerely,

Jon Buss (use your own name)



Pg. 6 — April Smoke Signal

Also, | want to thank the members of the Indianhead Chapter for your support of the YIH
program. Without your support this would not take place. | am thankful to our sponsors for the
money donated. Also, the Barbershop Harmony Society for $1000/ $10 per student max,
donation. We now have some cash for the next year’s festival. Our 2008 festival was very
successful and the evaluations were positive from the students and the music educators. What a
joy to see the excitement of the students on stage for the show. Thanks to the quartets, CAML,
Four By Five, Registered Harmony and the octet from Osceola. It was an hour long, so the
audience got good entertainment. The audience responded very well and what a turnout--over
500 people. Let's "KEEP THE WHOLE WORLD SINGING' as we go forward into our 2nd 50
years.

Jon Buss Chairman YIH

P.S. Also, thanks to Steve Osero for being our assistant. Steve will be able to cover for me
whenever | am gone. | also believe a little more BBS music next year will be better for the
program.

Our officers for 2007 are:

President: Archie Lessard ..........cooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins i, 651-78293

Sec/Treas: Larry Fisk ..o e ... 715-327-809

VP Marketing & PR (Bulletin & Web editor): Ken Mét....715-483-9202

VP Music: LEROY BrOWN.........cc.oiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 715-857-5422

VP Membership: Mark Nelson ............c.cooiiiiiins 715-483-3152

Asst. Music Dir: Karl Wicklund................cooiimei it 715-268-2685

Music Director: Steve SWENSON...........cc.cvvvevvaeeeveeennnn. 715-483-9797

Members at Lg.: Gary Merchant ................cccvoeeeeennne. 715-646-9396
Roger Johnson.............ccoocvevveeeenn . 715-825-4393
Harley Schafer...............coooveeein. 715-472-4018

other functions ~~~

Young Men in Harmony: Jon Buss........... 715:246-3074

Birthday/Anniversary cards: LeRoy Brown.715-857-5422

Chapter Historian: Gary Merchant...........715-646-9396

2008 Show ChairJon BUSS..........cceeuvneenn. 715-246-3074

Performance Coord: Mick Peterson......... 715-259-3149

Librarian: Lloyd CizeK...............cccoooen. 715-268-2496

If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want tofgr, go together.

Let’'s eat! (Monday night lunch schedule):

April - 7-Mark Nelson, 14-Don Olson, 21-Steve Os&®-Charlie Pepper,

May -5-Darryl Peterson, 12-Gary Peterson, 19-KateBson, 26-Mick Peterson

June -2-Paul Peterson, 9-Harley Schafer, 16-Stexemson, 23-Karl Wicklund, 30-Loren Nelson
July - 7-John Hertog, 14-Earl Hillstad, 21-Fred \&kel28-Pete Rupp

The definition of Hors D'oeuvres is a sandwichiot 20 pieces.
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VOCE is singing at our Golden Anniversary Show!

Vocewas founded from years of friendships and is drivgm passion to bring the highest
guality of music to the public. We'd like to takerement to introduce the membersvafce

The members are listed below in standing ordeh@fhoto from left to right.

Joel Beets, Tenorwas turned on to barbershop through the movibe*Music Mari which
motivated him to start a quartet in high schoolechtheHarmonic C’s, named after their teacher
Mr. C. Over the years Joel enjoyed singing in aefgiof quartets including the group he sang
with while studying voice at Wichita State UniveysiOld Schoo] who competed three times in
the College Quartet Contest as well as in the @eStates District finishing as high as sixth. Just
to show you how small a world it really ®)d Schoolwas coached by Lance Heilmann, who
judged the 1979 international wh&nandma’s Boysvon the championship (for more info see
Jay’s bio). While in the Central States DistricelJaas highly inspired by the talents of quartets
such assas House Gangnd3 Men and a MelodyJoel is a personal trainer at the Lincoln Park
Athletic Club in Chicago. “I'm incredibly excited/lthe early success doce but I'm even more
excited to be singing with such a focused, hardkimgy, and talented group of guys. | always
look forward to our next rehearsal because we gseémprove with every chord!”

Keith Harris, Lead, joined the Barbershop Harmony Society at the age 8bme of his early
heroes include th€hiefs of Staff Chicago Chord of TradeandChordiac Arrest(members

from each of these groups coached Keith's quartatghe age of 12, Keith became a front row
member of thélew Traditionchorus and won two international chorus medalsthi<sang lead

in the 1991 LOL District Champion quartet thamily Tieswith his father (Roger) and brother
(Paul) and sang bass in the 1997 InternationakGaite Quartet Champion quarkeeefall (also
with his brother Paul). Today Keith is a professiloopera singer living in NYC and has
performed with Seattle Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Operater of St. Louis, Lyric en Mer in
France and many more. “Barbershop offered me aziagnéoundation for my life. It is an honor
to return home and give back to an organizatiohhha given me so much!”

Jay Giallombardo, Bassis no stranger to the barbershop stage as he dirgedor of the 2001
International Chorus Championslew Tradition- and baritone of the 1979 International Quartet
Champions Grandma’s BoysJay sang bass with the Top 5 medalist quéttago Chord of
Tradeand international finalist quartBixcalibur. As a highly sought-after arranger, Jay has
produced more than 500 arrangements and has ergin@emerous albums for various quartets
including many men’s and women'’s international chems and thé&lew Traditionchorus.

Jay’s district championship witiioceis his first District Quartet Championship in 3%yg

having won it for the first time with th&randma’s Boysn 1968.Jay is the only married man
in the quartet. His wife Helen (who sings tenorhwilte international finalist quartdtkeboxand
baritone withMelodeers Chorusand three children have been a great suppafboe
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“l was surprised and delighted when Keith contactedand suggested a new quartet. | was
amazed at his development as a musician and htguahped at the chance to be a part of this
unique combination of voices.”
Paul Harris, Baritone, joined the Barbershop Harmony Society at the aged&nd is one of the
Society’s youngest quartet District Champions stdny winning at the age of 12 with the 1991
LOL District Quartet Champions th&amily Ties(with his father and brother). Paul made three
appearances on the international stage with#meily Tiesand was, of course, a full voice tenor
back then. Paul sang baritone iMasic Manquartet in his high school production in Nekoosa,
Wisconsin. Paul also sang baritone with the 19%3rhational Collegiate Quartet Champions
Freefall (with his brother Keith) and helped to produce ttladthum “After School” in the spring
of 1998. As a lead singer Paul won the 2005 All+Ard Quartet Championship at the Buckeye
Invitational withMagnum. After representing the LOL District for over 28ays, it's a pleasure
and an honor to represent our brothers in harmotlyet south.”

Our Chorus Mission Statement “The Indianhead Chorus is a
fraternity of men drawn together by a love of smgiour-part, close
acappella harmony music known as barbershop. Weammitted to:
1-Improving the vocal and visual level of perforro@an2-Growing the
chapter, and, 3-Sharing our music with an ever-gngraudience.”

It is Well With My Soul (the story behind the hymn)

First tragedy: The Great Chicago Fire

On October 8, 1871, as Horatio and his wife Anna were grieving over the death of their son, the
Great Chicago Fire swept through the city. Horatio was a prominent lawyer in Chicago, and had
invested heavily in the city's real estate, and the fire destroyed almost everything he owned.

Second tragedy: The wreck of the Ville Du Havre

Two years later, in 1873, Spafford decided his family should take a holiday somewhere in Europe,
and chose England knowing that his friend D. L. Moody would be preaching there in the fall.
Delayed because of business, he sent ahead of him his family: his wife Anna, and his four
remaining children, daughters Tanetta, Maggie, Annie and Bessie.

On November 21, 1873, while crossing the Atlantic on the S.S. Ville Du Havre, their ship was
struck by an iron sailing vessel and two hundred and twenty six people lost their lives, including
all four of Spafford's daughters. Somehow his wife, Anna, survived. On arriving in England, she
sent a telegram to Spafford beginning "Saved alone."

Spafford then himself took a ship to England, going past the place where his daughters had died.
According to Bertha Spafford, a daughter born after the tragedy, the hymn was written in mid-
Atlantic.



Pg. 9 — April Smoke Signal

The lyrics of It Is Well with My Soul

The original manuscript has only four verses. The music, written by Philip Bliss, was named after
the ship on which Spafford's daughters died, Ville Du Havre.

When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;

Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.

(Refrain:) It is well (it is well),
with my soul (with my soul),
It is well, it is well with my soul.

Though Satan should buffet, though trials shoulteo
Let this blest assurance control,

That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate,

And hath shed His own blood for my soul.

(Refrain)

My sin, oh the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part but the whole,

Is nailed to His cross, and | bear it no more,
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
(Refrain)

And Lord haste the day, when my faith shall betsigh
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;

The trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend
Even so, it is well with my soul.



Pg. 10 — April Smoke Signal

There are10 Easy Ways To Say “No”.

I'd love to, but...
1. We have to floss our tenor.
2. I've dedicated my life to linguini.
3. I want to spend more time with my metronome.
4. The President said he might drop in.
5. The man on television told me to say tuned.
6. I've been scheduled for a minor fifth transplant
7. I'm staying home to work on my chorus directarlgture.
8. It's our baritone’s bowling night.
9. It wouldn't be fair to the other people withtjaserage voices.
10. I'm building a barber-pole-cat from a kit.

The shipwrecked sailor had spent several yearsdasarted island. Then one morning
he was thrilled to see a ship offshore and a smadissel pulling out toward him.

When the boat grounded on the beach, the officenange handed the marooned sailor a
bundle of newspapers and told him, "With the caggatompliments. He said to read
through these and let us know if you still wanb&orescued."

A triage nurse at a clinic received a call fromaauxious woman. "I'm diabetic and I'm
afraid I've had too much sugar today," she said.

"Are you light-headed?" the nurse asked.

"No," the caller answered, "I'm a brunette."

That'’s it for April!
Stay in harmony!



