
 

Smoke Signal 
            Official News from the Indianhead Chorus 

                                   July, 2007 
Upcoming Dates:  
¶ July 16

th
 ï Guest Night and mini-concert at Trinity Lutheran, Lindstrom 

¶ Aug. 16
th
 ï Osceola -Music in the Park 

¶ August  26
th
 ï Cumberland Church Sing 

¶ Oct. 13 ï Annual Show @ Unity with Men in Black & Wireless 

 

 

June 25, 2007 - Weôre in Luck, now! 

 

Directorôs Report 
   Thanks to everyone who participated in the three sing-outs we had last weekend.  I 

know it takes a lot of extra effort and planning on your part, and maybe even effort on 

your familyôs part.  Please make sure and tell them I said, ñThanks!ò 

   We have two more performances this summer; one in Osceola on Thursday, August 

16
th
, and also one more church sing-out.  It should only take a minimal amount of 

rehearsal time for these.  Obviously the rest of our time will be spent working on good 

singing techniques and fall show songs. 

   So far we are ñoff-the-musicò on the following songs: 

     Rainbow Round My Shoulder and How I Love You.  



   Here are the rest of the show songs I am directing and the dates by which you need 

them memorized: 

     7-9-07 - Let the End of the World Come Tomorrow 

     7-23-07 ï Whatôll I Do? 

     8-6-07 ï Faith of Our Fathers 

     8-20-07 ï Lida Rose 

     9-03-07 ï Till There Was You 

 

   If you put the music down before that, so much the better!   Youôll be helping everyone 

else in the chorus and youôll get brownie points from the director.   

 

Thanks in advance. 

Steve 
    

PACK YOUR BAGS FOR LINDSTROM! 
     On Monday, July 16th, our chorus practice will be at Trinity Lutheran Church in Lindstrom, MN 
at 7:30 PM.  Our main goal for the evening is to attract some men from the MN side of the river 
who may be looking to enrich their singing experiences.  Our program for the night will be a little 
different than the usual Monday evening.  We hope to do a "mini-concert" - assuming we have 
some people to sing for.  We would probably sing about six songs from our recent performances.  
Something like Down By The Riverside; Simple Melody; Row, Row, Row; Goodbye Means The 
End Of My World; Dear Hearts and Gentle People; and Old Rugged Cross - give or take a song 
here or there.  We want to initiate the audience into some of our best music.  Then we would take 
a short break and talk about our organization, then invite them to sing with us on a few 'polecats', 
and then some of the new songs for this year's show. 
     To get to Trinity Lutheran Church, you will go to Lindstrom on Hwy 8, then turn South (left) at 
the Dairy Queen.  On the very first block, take a right and the church will be on your left.  There is 
on street parking as well as a lot next door.  We will be using their Fellowship Hall. 
      IF YOU KNOW ANYONE WHO LIKES MUSIC FROM THE TAYLORS 
FALLS TO NORTH BRANCH TO LINO LAKES AREA - PLEASE TELL THEM 
ABOUT THE EVENING IN LINDSTROM.  Whether you think these people would be 

prospective members or not, please let them know.  We want to have some people to sing for. 
     And let's get a good showing from the chorus, as well!  We want to represent our chapter well, 
should there be prospective members in the audience! 
  
     It was great to see a couple of guests in Luck the other night - both Glen Brown and Dan 
Valentine are from the Luck area and are former members.  They would both be welcome 
additions back to the chorus! 
  

Mark Nelson, VP-Membership Development 

   
Our Chorus Mission Statement:  ñThe Indianhead Chorus is a 

fraternity of men drawn together by a love of singing four-part, close 

acappella harmony music known as barbershop.  We are committed to:  

1-Improving the vocal and visual level of performance, 2-Growing the 
chapter, and, 3-Sharing our music with an ever-growing audience.ò   



 

 

Youth In Harmony 
 

   Congratulations to Ken!!!!!   Ken was chosen in Winnipeg at the convention for the 

Smoke Signals newsletter.  He came in 4
th
 out of over 55 chapters in our district.  You do 

a great job, Ken. [Read the article in the Pitch Piper] 

 

   The Explosion camp was a terrific success.  Felix Collins, the clinician, did a great job 

with the 64 young men at the camp.  He was the bass in the Bank Street quartet that we 

had on our show a few years ago.  They started rehearsal at 4:30 PM on Thursday and 

went all day Friday and Saturday.  The show was at 8:15 PM on Sat.  There were 5 

quartets at the Mini Hep School and they performed on the first half, followed by the 

Bandwagon quartet.  I was impressed with the Guys in Bandwagon.  They worked all 

weekend with the boys along with Felix. 

The second half was the boysô performance of their four songs.  What a performance!  

They did a great job.  The Flipside quartet followed the boys.  They have a new tenor, 

Rick Spencer, from Kenosha, who I believe has improved their sound.  Flipside is my 

pick for the gold next week in Denver. 

 

   Thanks, fellasô, for your support of the Youth in Harmony program.  I appreciate it very 

much.  I only ask for someone from the chapter to join me in this wonderful endeavor.  

Youth is our future.  I will anxiously wait for the phone to ring.   

Jon Buss  

 

Treasurerôs Report 
Operating fund.....       $1769.07 

Uniform fund.....           5774.47 

Quartet fund.....             6000.00 

Social fund.....                 519.19 

Total of all funds......   14,062.73 

Committed funds.....       1400.00 

Uncommitted funds.....     369.07 

Larry 
 

Where do I fit into our chorus? 
Or, ñWhat can we do to improve our chorus?ò  

 
Here are some notes from COTS plus comments. 
Am I a Competitor, Leader, Hobbyist, Affiliator or a Tag-a-long? "Where do I fit in my chapter"? 
Every chapterôs membership roster consists of individuals who fit into one or more of the above 



categories.   We need to look at where we are, because every chorus can always improve in both 
quantity and quality.  We must attract singers, but not just to build up numbers.   
This is not going to be a browbeating article but hopefully bring some enlightenment. 
Last time I went to COTS school, I heard a talk on the membership structure of our Chapters. 
Each Chapter has members that fall into 5 categories: 

1-The Competitor - heôs the guy that wants to win! He is willing to sacrifice hard work to 
accomplish his goal. 

2-The Leader - this guy is willing to be an officer, a committee chairman, section leader, and do 
anything he can to help out the Chapter. Heôs not too sure where he stands when it comes to 
competition. 

3-The Hobbyist - this guy loves to sing, itôs his hobby! Heôs been told that he has a nice singing 
voice and he probably does! Heôs not interested in competition, he just wants to sing! 

4-The Affiliator - this guy just wants to belong. He comes to the weekly rehearsals, sings, and 
has a great time. He hardly ever volunteers to help the Chapter in anyway but, just wants to 
belong. 

5-The Tag-a-long - this guy goes along with anything the Leader says, does what ever the 
Hobbyist wants to do and just tags-a-long with the Chapter flow. 
What is our overall Chapter attitude and where do you fit in? 
Take a long look at our Chapter; see if you can recognize any of the above member types. Now 
ask yourself, "Where do I fit in"? Is there room for improvement? 
A chapter full of competitors is a chapter that wants to go to a national convention. And why not? 
In our lifetime, how many opportunities do we get to do something that really makes a difference? 
Think how exciting it would be to travel to a national convention and compete on stage with the 
best in the world. Wow! Win or lose, itôs the experience that counts. 
The non-competitors in our Chapters need to analyze ourselves and ask the question: 
Why do I belong to my chorus? Our common denominators are that we all love to sing, and 
entertain or we would not be here in the first place.   Would our audiences rather hear the 
"Average Barbershop Guys" from Average Town, USA or an exciting Vocal Majority-type chorus? 
It is always important for us to recognize that The Youth of the world are our future!  Right, 
Jon? Our youth today want to win! They are growing up with competition.  A chorus cannot attract 
a youthful singer if they have a "Blah" attitude. Our chorus must meet the new age with a great 
attitude.  Yes, you can òteach an old dog new tricksò.  If we want to attract youth of the 21

st
 

century, we must become a chorus of the 21
st
 century.  Letôs all sing with excitement, enthusiasm, 

focus, and then we will all have more fun.   My most important contribution to the chorus is my 
attitude. It is my desire to move my own attitude up a notch. It seems to me that if viewing a 
fantastic barbershop competition is exciting; imagine what it must be to on the top of the heap 
ourselves! 

 

Lunch list 

 

July 2 ïGary Merchant    July 9 - Roger Johnson     July 16 ï John Hertog      July 23 ïEarl Hillstad      

July 30 ï Loren Nelson     
 

Aug 6 ï Fred Weber      Aug 13 ï Pete Rupp      Aug 20 ï Al Stocker     Aug 27 ïKen Mettler  
 

Sept 3 ïDuane Morris    Sept 10 ïKent Muschinske    Sept 17 ïMark Nelson    Sept 24 ïDon Olson  
 

Oct 1 ï Steve Osero    Oct 8 ï Jack Overby    Oct 15 ï Charlie Pepper     Oct 22 ï Darryl Peterson     

Oct. 29 ï Gary Peterson  
 

Nov 5 ïMick Peterson     Nov 12 ïPaul Peterson     Nov 19 ïHarley Schafer   Nov 26 ïSteve Swenson  
 



Dec 3 ïKarl Wicklund    Dec 10 ïLeroy Brown    Dec 17 ïLloyd Cizek    Dec 26 ïTom Fedje 

 
 

Officers for 2007 
 

President:  Archie Lessard ééééééééééééé..651-762-3893   

Sec/Treas:  Larry Fisk éééééééééééééé....715-327-8091 

VP Marketing & PR (Bulletin & Web editor): Ken Mettler...715-483-9202 

VP Music:  Clint Gjerdeééééééééééééé.é.715-268-7875 

VP Membership: Mark Nelson ééééééééééé...715-483-3152 

Asst. Music Dir:  Karl Wicklundééééééééééé.715-248-7663 

Music Director:  Steve Swensonééééééééééé..715-483-9797 

Members at Lg.:  Gary Merchant ééééééééééé715-646-9396 

                             Gene Jaremczukéééééééééé..715-483-3063 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~other functions~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Young Men in Harmony:  Jon Buss...................715-268-2563 

Birthday/Anniversary cards: LeRoy Browné..715-857-5422 

Chapter Historian: Gary Merchantééééé715-646-9396 

2007 Show Chair: Clint Gjerdeéééé...é.715-268-7875 

Performance Coord:  Mick Petersonéé.é...715-259-3149 

Librarian: Lloyd Cizekééééé.ééééé.715-268-2496 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

I went to Snap Fitness to lose weight . . . How much does $120 weigh? 

 Inside some of us is a thin person struggling to get out, but he/she can usually be sedated 

with a few pieces of chocolate cake. 

Thought for the Day 
"The problem with waiting until tomorrow is that when it finally arrives, it is called today. Today is 
yesterdayôs tomorrow.  The question is what did we do with its opportunity? All too often we will 
waste tomorrow as we wasted yesterday, and as we are wasting today. All that could have been 
accomplished can easily elude us, despite our intentions, until we inevitably discover that the 
things that might have been have slipped from our embrace a single, unused day at a time." 

-Jim Rohn 
 

Do you need a name badge? 
 If you have lost yours or need one for a spouse, let us know at rehearsal. The badges are free 
for new members and $9 each for replacement badges.   See Harmony Catalog. 

 
Yesterday I went to the optician's, walked up to the counter and said to the guy on duty, 

"I think my eyes are going."  

He said, "They've gone mate - this is Burger King." 



 

 

First read the English, then the Chinese translation: 
 (Chinese made easy) 

That's not right: Sum Ting Wong 

Are you harboring a fugitive?- Hu Yu Hai Ding 

See me ASAP: Kum Hia Nao 

Small Horse: Tai Ni Po Ni 

Did you go to the beach?: Wai Yu So Tan 

I bumped into a coffee table: Ai Bang Mai Ni 

I think you need a face lift: Chin Tu Fat 

It's very dark in here: Wao So Dim 

I thought you were on a diet: Wai Yu Mun Ching 

This is a tow away zone: No Pah King 

Our meeting is scheduled for next week: Wai Yu Kum Nao: 

Staying out of sight: Lei Ying Lo 

He's cleaning his automobile: Wa Shing Ka 

Your body odor is offensive: Yu Stin Ki Pu 
  

 
 

1895 Eighth Grade Final Exam  
Remember when our grandparents, great-grandparents, and such stated that they only 
had an 8th grade education? Well, check this out. - - - This is the eighth-grade final exam 
from 1895 in Salina, KS, USA. It was taken from the original document on file at the 
Smokey Valley Genealogical Society and Library in Salina, KS, and reprinted by the Salina 
Journal.  
 
8th GRADE FINAL EXAM 
Grammar (Time, one hour)  
1. Give nine rules for the use of Capital Letters.  
2. Name the Parts of Speech and define those that have no Modifications.  
3. Define Verse, Stanza and Paragraph.  
4. What are the Principal Parts of a verb? Give Principal Parts of lie, lay and run  
5. Define Case, Illustrate each Case.  
6. What is Punctuation? Give rules for principal marks of Punctuation.  
7. Write a composition of about 150 words and show therein that you understand the 
practical use of the rules of grammar.  
 
Arithmetic (Time, 1.25 hours)  
1. Name and define the Fundamental Rules of Arithmetic.  
2. A wagon box is 2 ft deep, 10 feet long! , and 3 ft. wide. How many bushels of wheat will it 
hold?  
3. If a load of wheat weighs 3942 lbs., what is it worth at 50cts/bushel, deducting 1050lbs. 
for tare?  
4. District No. 33 has a valuation of $35,000. What is the necessary levy to carry on a 
school seven months at $50 per month, and have $104 for incidentals?  
5. Find cost of 6720 lbs. coal at $6.00 per ton.  
6. Find the interest of $512.60 for 8 months and 18 days at 7 percent.  
7. What is the cost of 40 boards 12 inches wide and 16 ft. long at $20 per meter?  
8 Find bank discount on $300 for! 90 days (no grace) at 10 percent.  



9. What is the cost of a square farm at $15 per acre, the distance around which is 640 
rods?  
10. Write a Bank Check, a Promissory Note, and a Receipt.  
 
U. S. History (Time, 45 minutes)  
1. Give the epochs into which U. S. History is divided.  
2. Give an account of the discovery of America by Columbus.  
3. Relate the causes and results of the Revolutionary War.  
4. Show the territorial growth of the United States.  
5. Tell what you can of the history of Kansas.  
6. Describe three of the most prominent battles of the Rebellion.  
7. Who were the following: Morse, Whitney, Fulton, Bell, Lincoln, Penn, and Howe?  
8. Name events connected with the following dates: 1607, 1620, 1800, 1849, 1865.  
 
Orthography (Time, one hour)  
1. What is meant by the following: Alphabet, phonetic, orthography, etymology, and 
syllabication?  
2. What are elementary sounds? How classified?  
3. What are the following, and give examples of each: Trigraph, sub vocals, diphthong, 
cognate letters, linguals?  
4. Give four substitutes for caret 'u! '.  
5. Give two rules for spelling words with final 'e.' Name two  
exceptions under each rule.  
6. Give two uses of silent letters in spelling. Illustrate each.  
7. Define the following prefixes and use in connection with a word: bi, dis, mis, pre, semi, 
post, non, inter, mono, sup  
8. Mark diacritically and divide into syllables the following, and name the sign that 
indicates the sound: card, ball, mercy, sir, odd, cell, rise, blood, fare, last.  
9. Use the following correctly in sentences: cite, site, sight, fane,  
fain, feign, vane, vain, vein, raze, raise, rays.  
10. Write 10 words frequently mispronounced and indicate pronunciation by use of 
diacritical marks and by syllabication.  
 
Geography (Time, one hour)  
1 What is climate? Upon what does climate depend?  
2. How do you account for the extremes of climate in Kansas?  
3. Of what use are rivers? Of what use is the ocean?  
4. Describe the mountains of North America.  
5. Name and describe the following: Monrovia, Odessa, Denver, Manitoba, Hecla, Yukon, 
St Helena, Juan Fernandez, Aspinwall & Orinoco.  
6. Name and locate the principal trade centers of the U.S.  
7. Name all the republics of Europe and give the capital of each.  
8. Why is the Atlantic Coast colder than the Pacific in the same latitude?  
9. Describe the process by which the water of the ocean returns to the sources of rivers.  
10. Describe the movements of the earth. Give the inclination of the earth.  
Also notice that the exam took five hours to complete.  
Gives the saying "she/he only had an 8th grade education" a whole new meaning, doesn't 
it?  
 
What happened to us??? It is kind of humbling, isn't it?  

On a business trip, my father approached a security checkpoint at the airport. The 

National Guard shift was rotating, and a guard, in full uniform, was in line in front of 

him. 



As with everybody else, the soldier was ordered to go through the metal detector. So, as 

he did so, he handed his M-16 rifle to security personnel along with other items such as 

handcuffs and a flashlight. 

Still, the alarm sounded when he walked through. Further inspection revealed a little 

Swiss army knife inside one of his pockets.  "Sorry, Sir, but this item is prohibited," 

security said to the soldier.  Then, taking the knife away, the airport worker handed him 

back the M-16. 

"Culture"   

 A young man, while bringing flowers to a cemetery, noticed an old Chinese man placing 

a bowl of rice on a nearby grave. The young man walked up to the Chinese man and 

asked, "When do you expect your friend to come up and eat the rice?" 

The old Chinese man replied with a smile, "Same time your friend comes up to smell the 

flowers." 

"Time may be a great healer but it's also a lousy beautician." 

Taxes: 
Tax his cow, tax his goat;  

Tax his pants, tax his coat.  

Tax his crop, tax his work;  

Tax his ties, tax his shirt.  

Tax his chew, tax his smoke;  

Teach him taxing is no joke.  

Tax his tractor, tax his mule;  

Tell him, "Taxing is the rule."  

Tax his oil, tax his gas;  

Tax his notes, tax his cash.  

Tax him good and let him know  

That after taxes, he has no dough.  

If he hollers, tax him more;  

Tax him 'til he's good and sore.  

Tax his coffin, tax his grave,  

Tax the sod 'neath which he's laid.  

Put these words upon his tomb:  

"Taxes drove him to his doom."  

After he's gone, we won't relax;  

We'll still collect inheritance tax. 

 

During his sermon, our pastor quoted Matthew 19:19 "Love your neighbor as 

yourself." To emphasize the point, he asked three times, with increasing intensity: 

"Who is my neighbor? Who is my neighbor? Who is my neighbor?!"  

Each time he asked, a young boy behind us answered (mimicking the pastor's 

intensity, but not quite as loud): "Mister Rogers! Mister Rogers! Mister Rogers!" 



 

Be an appreciator! 

Never lie to an x-ray technician. They can see right through you. 

"Always keep several get well cards on the mantle - if unexpected guests arrive, they'll 

think you've been sick and unable to clean." 

ñSuccessful people have developed the habit of doing things unsuccessful people 

donôt feel like doing.ò  -Rick Warren  

Wig Eye Witness  
While my friend was working as a receptionist for an eye surgeon, a very angry woman 

stormed up to her desk... "Someone stole my wig while I was having surgery yesterday," 

she complained.  

 

The doctor came out and tried to calm her down. "I assure you that no one on my staff 

would have done such a thing," he said. "Why do you think it was taken here?"  

 

"After the operation, I noticed the wig I was wearing was cheap-looking and ugly."  

 

"I think" explained the surgeon gently, "that means your cataract operation was a 

success." 

Buying Shoes 
A man walks into a shoe store, and tries on a pair of shoes. "How do they feel?" asks the 

sales clerk.  

 

"Well they feel a bit tight," replies the man.  

 

The assistant promptly bends down and has a look at the shoes and at the man's feet. "Try 

pulling the tongue out," the clerk says.  

 

"Well, theyth sthill feelth a bith tighth." 

Thanks for reading to the end! 
 Stay in harmony, 
Ken Mettler, editor-n-chief-smoke-blower 

To view our web site visit www.indianheadchorus.com                                      

E-mail articles or suggestions for the Smoke Signal  to 

kbmett@hotmail.com  

mailto:kbmett@hotmail.com


 
June 22, 2007 - Clear Lake Concert 

 

 
In Luck or Out of Luck?? 

 


